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THE DEMESNE LAND OF SOUTH MIMMS 1£06

The demesns lands of South Mimms wsere situated at the KW corner cf the Edmonton
Hundred, adjoining North Mymms and Ridge parishes, in Hertfordshire,

I first studied a document at Hatfield House in August 1967 '. Its importance
was quite evident, as it appeared to be a complete survey of the Manor of South
Mimms, Unfortunately, the document has suffered the ravages of time and is not
easy tc intexrpret. It consists of a field survey of thes Lord's demesne; a
rental giving the landholders, msssuages, etc, and their rents; an alphabetical
list of tenans with page references to the rental, arnd, finally, details lof
the demesne farms, ewith a list of freeholders and copyholders.

At first I thought this was probably the survey taken when Robert, Earl of
Salisbury, acguired the Manor of South Mimms from the executors of Andrew, Lord
Yindsor (4 16925). This has since been confirmed and the document dated to 1606.
Also, I felt there must have been a map, as the survey was so detailed,

In 1977, Mr R, H, Harcourt-Williams, the librarian and archivist to the Marguess
of Salisbury, first drew my attention tc part of a map he had found in the
archives®, It was the NW portion of the Lord's demesne land. Subsequently,
another very small portion of the mapawas found, which attaches to the above.
For many years the nunmbers on the survey remained a mystery but comparison with
the map showed the right-hand column to be a form of lirear measurement, ie
perches, and the left-hand column to be degrees.
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Using a scale of imw = 2 perches, I drew the distinctive features of the Loxd's
demesre where the map was rissing and found that by comparing it with the

Ordnance Survey Sheet TL20SW, scale 1:10,560, the similarity was remarkable.(see inse!

The map at Hatfield House consisted of mest of the lands to the west of Mimmshall

Breock, whereas most of the lands to the east of the Brook have been reconstructed
from the survey.

see maps on pages 4 and 5



On the surviving portion cf the mayp ihe Mancr House, one house in North Mynmms,
two barms and xlve gates or siiles ars illustra tdi Ts; picture of the Manor
House bears comparison witia the frent of the present house, when viewed from

Warrengate Lane, looking ezst.

It is over 370 years since Isrsel Amyvce, surveyor to thz Earl of SaliCbuIV,
walked the fields to measure an?d then make up.the map. It is a tribute io his
accuracy that it has besen po

ssible to reconstruct the maps. From a detailed

study of the survey and map, it has been possivls to plot the path of the
surveyor through the manur, (see diagram on p ). It would appear that it took
five days work to completz the mep. '

éay's route distance covered accordﬁng to the

meD survey

4 to B 2miles 1247yds 2miles 1372yds

Ct6 D 2miles 177yds 2miles 174vds

Efo § 3miles i61i3vds 3miles 1448yds

G to H : Emiles 587yds Smiles  56yds

1% has not bsen possible togve exact measurenments for the fifth days' work
4@P391L614, because the map is incomplete and additional measurementis occur
the surviving fragmens of the m&f, which are not found in the survey.

S B

he lower mileage on the 7 two days resulied from traversing undulating

1rst
terrain with mere intricate Tield boundaries, Whersas the fourth davs' work was
across the smooth chalklands with straight boundaries requiring fewer angular
ASESUTHENtS,
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Compariscn witnh other dceds¥ at Hatfield House shows the increase in conversion
from pasture to tillage after Rovert Cecil acquired the Mancr of South Mimms in
1605. 1507 1605 1607 161k  1624-5

Wyneger T A A A

Castledell 2 P A A

Coniefisld P A A A

Pylvyges B A A A

Marzeler P A A A A

Kings Clos A A A X

The Mores P A P P

Southberry Plain P P P P

Parck P r P P

Windmiil Hill P P P B k4

Downes P P 2 P 2

Long Fitle M M M

Long Meadowe M M M M- M

Borme iMesadow M M

“p the lease to G. Bayne in 1557, it wes mentioned specifically that only
Pylvydes, Marzeler and the Downes could be converted from pasture to tillage.
Wasre there is no entry on the above table it indicates the piece of land was
not mentioned in the deed. A

The Demesne Wecdland

411 the woods had been fslled and sold according to a deed c.1589%, The wood
of Parsons Pusnes and Totyll had been sold to one Page, ones of Her Majesty's
fficers in the Woodyard and coud not be felled again for 16 years because he
converted the wood to 'coales'. He was granted four years to fell and carry
away the wood. Therefore the surveyor did not envisage his honour being able
to sell any wood for 9 years as the cldest wood was oaly 3 years old, some 2,
and some had cnly cne y=ar's growth. It was stated that 156 years wculd pass
before the whole profit of the wood could be received and was hoped it would
then sa21l at 60s an acre becauie *for that wocd groweth scarce in the country,
znd wood is daylie stocked up'®. :

oe

13

)

[

smesne woodlands were often leased separately from the other lands and
y for 30 years. : A :

i

[
ey
[l 4

In 1604 Freeman Page, Finchley, Middx and William Hall, South Mimms, gent,

tought the demesne woodland for £5007. 1t consisted of:
Osgars land 1202
Tocthill &4
Parsonage Bushes “Ca

Ir the 1606 suzvey they still held the woodland which was recoxded as:
Cagars lande grove
Chexrrytre grove

S SN

"
Xings Close grove Sl

Mcore grove

Totell Field grova 70a 2r 14p (usually 68-2-1%4
Farscnage Bushasnm a1 9

Z67a ir 32
i 1558% (though 1599 on the outside of the docurent) Ozgarsland is 1092 and
Moorgrove, Cherrytreegrove and Kings Close 31a. The present day acreage of the
area covered by Ozgarsland is 1222 Or 1p, so there is some confusion, If Morsgrove
Cherrytre grove and Kings Close grove are not part of Czgarsland, then there is
no known lccation witnhin the Loxd's demesne.

Ozgarsland is interesting as a name because it is recorded in 1638 as Ozgars
Weod®, in 1615 as Ozgars land Crove®™, in 1506 as Osgoves lande grove and Ozgars
lands% in 1598 as Hosgarland™ and in 159% as Husgars 1and®, It is possible that
it is = corrupticn of the Sexon Ansgar the staller, whc held South Mimms in
Ling Edward the Confessor's time (1042-1066 AD).
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2 e rzzizd for repairs, in particular the bridge across Mimmshall Brook.

: #zz zzde to Whalebridﬁ? Lage in the 1606 survey, but a year later, at
Zzz-n reld on 21 June®;, it was recorded 'We most humbly pray that wale
iz-z trige may be repaired’. Whalebridge was first mentioned in 13455,

Brian Warren 1983
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fz z~~icle would not have been writter, I express my thanks to Mrs H.HM.
.z rzr help and assistance over many years and to Mrs M. Holland for
=% srrecting the procfs; for any errors which remain I accept full

imzz, in particular for first brirging to my atttention the map, without

i o
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Fesluliing, : : B. W,
Deeds 280/10; * Genaral 62/5;5 General 56/19;4 Deeds 153/2 1597 date;
1606; “4Deeds 89/7 1607; 4Deeds 219/1 1614; 4Deeds 161/14 1624;
1€25; 5 1st Earl General 66/7; ® ist Barl General 66/7; T Deeds
; ral 136/2; 9IDeeds 169/27; ®General 42/19; ® Deeds 280/10;

2 1%/2 (1); B Plan of the lands of Manor of Williotts, 1394 (Mrs H. M.
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THE ""UMFIKE ROAD TO HATFIELD (2)

£ Drovicus article traced the main road from Fotters Bar towards Hatfield as
far an Shepherds Way. From the earliest days of the turnpike road, and until
18573, it continued straight on from this roint to Woodside, on the Southern
edge of [lutfield Park. Where the modern road begins to rise and bear to the
righl, the old road crossed a field on which hcuses were built in 1978, and
then went gtraight on up the steep slope which is now woodland and across
the yrounds of Chancellors School. Its old course still exists as the north-
socuth purt of Bell Lane and as the lane continuous with it on the far side
of iba nodem road at Bell Bar.

At Bocdslde it entered Hatfield Park; before 1784 near St Michaels (Grid Ref.
zugde)' aad it crossed the north-south drive of Hatfield House a little
South of the house, at about 237079. Tnen it dropped steeply to the existing
lane (a private road inside the Park) at about 235081, In 1784 it was
diverted to enter the Park at Crid Ref, 247066, west of the lodge gates, and
this s why thers is a fork in the public road, outside the Park, at 250C65.
It talloved a track which still exists (though it is not open to the public),
Parz1lel to the magnificent drive from the lodge gates. The drive was never
a ITublic road. The old rcad reached the top of the hill inside the Park, 1CC°
atovo the level of the present road, and then ran north to Hatfield Church
atony the lane already mentioned.



The Twrnpike Trustees knew that their rocad was a poor cne. There were steer
Lills, particularly in Brockmans Park and Hatfield Park, and within Hatfield
Park it was cverhung by trees which provided shade but also delayed the dxrying
of the road after wet weather. As John Scott, the poet of Amwell (who was
also a turnpike trustee) pointed out, 'tle Error of cur Climate is not Excess
ci Heat but Excess cf Moisture'. The Trustees knew that Telford was planning
a new road from London to Edinburgh, which would take a different line
hetween Hatfield and Barnet, roughly where the Barmet By-pass runs now, thus.
ieaving the Trust with an almost useless road to maintain. McAdam had
recommended a similar route, So in 1831 the Trust asked Telford to survey a
new route from Bell Bar to Hatiield, keeping outside Millwards Park (which
now forms part of Hatfield Park), and it was submitied for Parliamentary
approval, tut opposed and not proceeded with. Probably the Trust could not
have found the money to pay for it if it had been approved.

Then in November 1844 the Trust received a letter: 'Mr Gaussen and Lord
Salisbuxy communicate to the Trustees that in consequence of the great
injury they were likely to experience by the passing of a rallroad through
Hatfield, they had entered into negotiation with the projectors of the two -
lines that the result of these negotiations had been an offer on the paxt of
the Direct Northern Rail Road (Sir Jn Fernie's) to undertake to carry into
effect the Imprcvement in the Turnpike Foad which had some years since been
projected by Mr Telfcrd, at their sole expense, if the Tmstees of the road
expressed a wish to that effect ., from the end of the town of Hatfield to
the 16 Mile Stone ... avoiding Hatfield Eill - the very severe ascent to the
North East corner of Millwards Park - the descent and ascent commencing at
the end of Grubs Lane and the steep hill through Bell Bar and descent to
the 16 Mile Stene ... would allow the portion of the Turnpike Road between
Hatfield Town and Woodside, and between the Swan at Bell Bar and the 16 Mile
Stone being stopped up’. (The i6th milestone is cicse to Shepherds Way,)

This was a three-correred bargain by which the railway obtained land at the
western end of Millwards Park, Lord Salisbury and Mr Gaussen got the road
diverted out of their parks, and the Trustees got their new road. So they
asked Lord Salisbury, himself a Trustee, to take charge of the negotiations.
They wanted reassurance that none of the cost would f211 on the Trust, and
they asked for a rcad 30' wide, with a &' footway and two 4' ditches, with

no gradients worse then 1 in 36. In January 1846 Lord Salisbury reported ihat
he had been in correspondence with all five companies who were proposing
railways through Hatfiéd, and that all the necessary steps had béen taken for
the diversion of the road. The Trustees invited. Sir Jamss McAdam (son of the
inventor of the road surface) to become their Surveyor, which he d¢id for £90

a year, and he was to setile all details with the railway company. This company
invited McAdam to be their agent in constructing the new road, and the Trustess
gave their permissicn for him to do so. With hindsight, this was unwise: he
ought not to have been simltansously in the pay of iwo parties to an agree-
nent, whose interests might be in onflict,

Tn Decenmber 1847 the railway company had their land, but had done 1little or
16 work on the road, and the Trustees were trying to urge them on. Then Loxd
alisbury evidently began nez “iating behind the scenes, for at the Trustees
23 in June 1848 the railway company offered them an £8,000 debenture i

¥ would make the rozd themselves., Lord Salisbury and Mr Gaussen offered io
buy the debenture at face value, and Iord Salisbury offered to make the rozd
for £3,000, employing lchdan to carry out the work., He also ceased to be a
Trustee (though Mr Gaussen remained one), so that he was legally free to entexr
into contracts with the Trust, The Trustees agreed to all this, and withdrew
their demand for the 1 in 36 gradient, accepting 1 in 730 instsad.

Y]

S¢ far everything seems %o have bsen amicable, and the Trustees were so well

'lfased with their bargain that they reduced ihe tclls on the road (an almost

vieard-of step), Not until 1850 4id they realise that the railway would take
5% of thelr revenue, and raise the tolls again,
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But McAdam was noew under pressure from Lord Salisbury to complete the new road
quickly, so that the old one could bs closasd. Also he had to keep the cost
down, since any excess would have to be raid by Lord Salisbury. What he did
was to obtain material for the new road by reducing the width of the old one
from 6C to 20', By July 1849 he was ready to divert light traffic into the
new voad to help consclidate it, letting coaches and waggons continue on the
o2d one, The Trust e:iolﬂ not approve, and some of them, on the way home frcm
thelir August meetirng, found the narrowed road so dangerous that they returned
to Hatfield and remonstrated with the Sub-Surveyor, recording their action in
their minute book as if it had occurred at a properly-constitutied meeting.

In January 1850 McAdam reported the road complete from Hatfisld as £r as Bell
Bar. Could the Trustees row close the 0ld rcad between these two points? They
thought not, for the new road was not yet complete, as the Act of Parliament
required, frowm Hatfield to the 16th milestone, This may have been a genuine
fear of infringing the law, in however trivial a way (and it would have been.
guite in kesping with the cautious bahaviour of the Trust as recorded in the
minuue—bco&), or it may have been a gesture of defiance to Lord Salisbury,
Who was, becoming impatient. He was prepared te pay for a road 24' wide in the
\utulng below Bell Bar if he could close the 0ld road by 1 March, but other-
wise he would only pay fer 20° width, The Trustees stcod firm in asking for
24'; the original demand for 30° seems to have been abandonned by this time.

Lord Salisbury closed the old road in March, puttirg bars across it with his
enployees to guard them. The Trustees set the law in motion against Lord
Salisbury, but it worked slowly. Meanwhile, Mr Gaussen resigned from the
;rust and in January 1851 he too was demanding that the Trustees should comply

with the law ~ presumably ty completing the new road and letting him close
h‘s purt of ths old on=s,






