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Bditorial

As Cyril Overend explained in our last News Letter, PBHS 14, he has found
that the dual role of Society Secretary and Editor of the News Letter has
imposed too severe a burden on his limited spare time and he has therefore
finally resigned from the Editorship. Since February 1969 Cyril has single-
handedly edited and produced 14 editions of the News Letter, of steadily
increasing quality, and we are sure members and readers alike would wish

us to take this opportunity of expressing the Society's appreciation and
thanks for all the hard work he has put into the publication, not only as
Editor but also as a frequent contributor of interesting and informative
articles. We hope he will now be able to relax and enjoy his extra leisure
time, with perhaps just the odd article or two for the News Letter to keep
his hand in!

Meanwhile, we hope to achieve the same high standards in future issues,
but this will depend a great deal on the contributions we receive, so
please keep them coming in - no matter how small (or large) they will
surely be of interest to someone. Articles for publication can be sent to
us or handed to any member of the committee.

Dan & Chris Ruge-Cope,

Hon. Editors, PBHS News Letter
21, “..ce Avenee, Potters Bar,

The Flexmeres of Potters Bar

This is a continuation of the history of the house that Robert Taylor

built upon Cathale or Cattall Grove at Potters Ber, which I started in our

News Letter No. 10, in 1977. It traces some of the history of the Flexmere
family of Potters Bar, who bought the house and its lands and cottages from
Robert Honeywood in 1606.

There were many Flexmeres in our neighbourhood as well as in Barnet and
London. The spelling of the name varies from Flexmere to Flexmer, Flexmore
or Flaxmere even in records of the same family. This is not unusual in a
period when few people could read or write and nmmes passed by word of
mouth, depended on the interpretation of the writer.

The first-known record of the Potters Bar family is the will of John
Flexmere of Potters Bar in the parish of South Mimms. It was proved in
1471; his son Symon and his wife Johanne were his heirs and executors.
One bequest was twelve pence (one sh&lling) to the Brotherhood of the Holy
Trinity of Chipping Barnet.
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An index of early court rolls of the Manor of wyllyotts names his successors.
Symon the son of the first John died in 1549 and his son, another John,
became the new copyholder. In 1561 the secondJohn died and Thomas his son
was admitted as his heir. This Thomas Flexmore died in 1569. His will names
his wife Margaret and five children. To his son John he left a field called
Cattall Field atter the death of his mother. This field had been the
property of the Guild or Chantry of the same Brotherhood of the Holy Trirnity
of Barnet, which had been dissolved in 1547 when all its property was sold.
Robert Taylor, in 1595, was to buy a small piece of it and a strip of
'bushit ground or bank' from John Flexmere, to add to Cattall Grove which

it adjoined on the south and east sides.

Thomas Flexmere's wife Margaret and his eldest son Symon were to be his
executors, anda Symon inherited the copyhold property at Potters Bar
belonging to the Manor of Wyllyotts. Its main house was called Great
Tottenhalls and is shown on the 1594 plan of the Wyllyotts ikianor, in an
inset at the top right hand corner (see plan above). itfwas the centre
house of the three, in what is now part of the grounds of the National
Trust property at Potters Bar. It is shown on the north &ide of the road
with, in front ot the house, g gate across the road which connected it to
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other houses in an eight acre field belonging to the same property. Potters
Bar is written beside the gate. I think this gate may have been the gate
which gave its name to Potters Bar; perhaps tolls were collected on pottery
cerried from Hertfordshire along the road to Barnet. The road shown in the
plan in front of Symon Flexmere's house, was a continuation of the road we
call Quakers Lane, which at that time cut across the National Trust land

to join the road to Barnet. Another 24 acre field called Great Tottenhalls
Mead was also part of the copyhold: it was in thetriangle where the
extended Quakers Lane met Billy Lowes Lane, then known as the New Kane, to
the west of Great Tottenhall House.

Symon Flexmere held Great Tottenhalls until 1606 when he bought the house

on Cattall Grove and the lands belonging to it and the small houses listed
in the sale from Robert Taylor in 1603. He also bought two other freehold
pieces of land from Robert Honeywood, Lezesers and Little Wood Grove, and

in return sold to Robert Honeywood, two small freehold fields called Great
and Little Tottnclls, lying to the north of Wyllyotts Manor.

In 1634 Symon Flexmere died.- His will, made in 1624, names his wife
Barbara, and his three sons Francis, George and William, and his two
deughters Lucian, wife of Henry Cary, and Margaret, wife of RKichard Beard.
His ellest son, Francis, was to inherit Cattall House and its lands at the
deati of his mother. It was part of a settlement made on his marriage to
Mary, daughter of William Barnard of Northaw. It also included the field
called Cattall field or close, which Symon Flexmere had bought from his
brother John Flexmere, and another field called Blounts Field, purchased
from Thomas Hewett,Knt. As some of these lands were held of the king,
there was also an Inquisition Post Mortem on Symon's property. My rather
rough translation of this document gives interesting information on some

of the early freeholds of the estate. The capital house on Cattall Grove
with its buildirgs, was approached by a cauzeway leading to the house

from Enfield Chace. This can be identified with the road known as The Walk
which gontinued beyond the house as a footpath through the fields to Darkes
Lene. In Wyllyots Menor survey of 1745 it was named the way to Coot Hallj
the site of the house is shown on this survey as some way north of the
causeway or way to Coot Hall. There were also an orchard and 24 acres,
formerly a warren, which abutted on the east upon Enfield Chace, two of the
smaller houses and 80 acres of land, all bought from Robert Honeywood and
belonging to the house on Cattall Grove. All these were held by Knights
service of the Mmmor of South Mimms with service of the court and rent of
11 shillings and two pounds of pepper.

The two closes called Cattall fields or close which Symon Flexmere had

bought from John Flesmmere, were held by the King as of his Manor of East
Greenwich in Kent, by fealty only in free socage, not in chief, with a

value of 15 shillings. This puzzled mec as East Greenwich seemed a long way
from Potters Bar. Then I found that the lands belonging to Guilds and Chantries
which had been dissolved and their property transferred to the King, were

held of this Manor. This was the land formerly belonging to the Guild of

the Brotherhood of Barnet.

Another two closes called Blountes Field, purchased from Thomas Hewitt, Knt,
were described as lying on the east side of Wyllyots Lane (now Darkes Lane)
They were held of the King as of His Honour of Mandiville ... Knights Service
and valued at 10 shillings. Also the field called Lezeres and pasture

called Little Wood Grove held of the King as of His Honour of Mandiville

by Knights Service and valued at 6 shillings. These illustrate how the

tenure of freeholds varied under the feudal system at this period.

All this property was included in the settlement on the marriage of Symon
Flexmere's son Francis to Mary Barnard.
Helen M. Baker.



-6-
Notes from the lecture room.

We started 1981 with Mr. Eve's lecture on the Great Northern

Railway and with an exceptionally large audience of 36. The talk was
well received and provoked a lively discussion. Mr. Bve discussed
the effect of the railways on the community and the railway fever
which followed the opening of the Liverpool and Manchester. He went
on to talk about the proposals for the London and York Railway, its
eventual construction and subsequent opening as the G.N.R. The
company prospered and developed under its first chairman, Edmund
Dennison, who later became Lord Grimthorpe. The line opened with

a temporary London terminus at Belle Isle in 1850 and was

extended to Kings Cross in 1852. He illustrated his talk with some
excellent maps and traced the history of the line down to the

early 20th century.

Mr. Gillam was our speaker in February, taking as his subject,
Death and the Victorians, an apparently macabre topic. However,
the 19th century passion for elaborate and expensive funerals and
their extended periods of mourning, provide a source of amusement
for us today. But, as Mr. Gillam pointed out, they were often a
tragedy for the poorer people. Many who could ill afford even the
simplest of funerals, beggared themselves to provide the elaborate
trappings rather than risk the scorn of their neighbours. A pauper's
funeral was considcred shamcful and was to be avoided at all costs.
Many undertakers exploited the bereaved, but today this is a highly
respected profession. An interesting sidelight was that nearly
half the shops in Regent Street existed solely to provide mourning.

David Pam's series of talks on Enfield at different ages have
always been popular. In March he spoke to us on Tudor Enfield, a
talk well illustrated with slides and maps. In those days the
Lovells were at Elsynge. Lord Lovell was rich and employed 100

men plus servanis (including six priests and an organist); on his
dcath in 1525 the estate passed to Lord Rouse. Enfield Town stands
where once was the village green and Pearson's store is on the site
of the Mznor House (known as the Palace). The Grammar School was
founded about 1500. There was a Sunday meat market which defied
many attempts at closure by the Vicar.

After the Annual General Meeting in April Kenneth Rutherford

Devis addresscd us on Place Names. He is very knowledgeable on this
subject and his talk was much enjoyed. It is"difficult subject

to report without it tending to become a mere catalogue. Suffice

it to say that Ken managcd to explain how the various languages
spoken at different times (and sometimes at the same time) in this
island, have combined to give us our present day names and to explain
also the meaning behind them.

Our Chairman, Geoffrey Pulzer, was the speaker in May, taking as

his subject, Hertfordshire Archacology. He covered the story of the
region from about 100,000 years ago down to the late Iron Age. He
described the various tools and other implements known to have

been in use at different times.

The ever popular, ebullient and entertaining Ron Bayman was

our speaker in September. His subject was Antiques in the Home.
e were privileged to see a selection of his 'treasures' which he
had brought with him. In addition we were shown some excellent
Coloured slides of his antiques in the setting of his own home.
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Excavating the Chapter House of St. Albans Abbey was the subject
at the November meeting. Mrs. Patterson is a brilliant and
knowledgeable spcaker and her talk was very well received.

The year ended with Lawrence Jones' popular lecture on Church
Architecture. His beautiful slides are worth seceing time and again
and though his delivery may have lost some of its drive over the
years, his humour remains as youthful as ever. His enthusiasm for
the Historic Churches Trust and the plugging of its cause

never fades of course. It was a vile night with deep snow and
freezing temperatures, but the twelve brave souls who turned out

to hear him felt that their efforts were well worth-while.

C.T. Overend.

Chairman's keport.

I am pleased to report that, thanks mainly to the dedicated work of our
Hon.Secretary and the excellent support of your committee, we have had,
within the limited scope of our small society, an exceedingly interesting
year.

It is with some regret that, due to unavoidable business commitments, I
have been unable to attend many of the lectures myself, but I understand
they have achieved the high standards which our audiences rightly expect.
is, indeed, most gratifying because even during the severe weather
conditions of December and January, our members were prepared to leave the
warmth and comfort of their homes to support this society. I particularly
recall our meeting of 18 January when our committee member, Dr. Lynch,
spoke on Competition between Road and Rail in the 1830's; this lively
meeting was well attended and Dr. Lynch's lecture was of a high order,
notwithstanding the fact that we left him high dnd dry without a slide
projector. It is pleasing that our own memhers voluntecer to talk to us,
and on behalf of my colleagues on the commitiee I should certainly

welcome any other volunteers from our membership.

On the question of membership, I should take this opportunity to remind
everyone that our very existence is in your hands and we urgently need to
expand our numbers. Increased overheads, coupled with the fact that county
subsidies for accomodation etc. are more difficult to obtain, has already
decreed that our subscription must be raised next year. It is also
necessary for our well-being that our numbers are increased. I would
therefore urge members to make their best endeavours in a recruiting drive.

Best wishes and good luck for the future.
Geoffrey Dulzer.

Dates for your diary.

6 May 1982 Dr. F.4.C. VWard on Clocks and their History. This will be
our last meeting until -

12 October 1982 when B. D. Adams will talk to us about the Crystal
Palace.

Herts Archaeological Council - Annual Conference.

Saturday 22nd May 1982, Campus West Theatre, ¥Welwyn Garden City.
Full details of this event will be available from the Secretary
nearer the day.

This
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PBHS Library

The list below, of acquisitions since 1978, brings up to date the details
of books and documents published in PBHS News Letters 11, 1978 and 12, 1979.

All the books, magazines and documents are available to members and can be
read, by appointment, at 12 oakroyd Close, Potters Bar, or borrowed for
reading at home. I also have a large collection of copies of local maps
and plans, notes from my own rescarch and photographs taken by my late
husband, some copied from early photos and drawings lent to us.

I1f any member is an expert at photography and could make copies from old
photos and postcards, I should be glad to know, as I have a house full of
equipment which I do not know how to use. Vith the loss of my husband, I
am unable to produce the copies and slides for our collection.

Helen M. Baker (Tel. Potters Bar
53659

Library additions

London & middlesex Archacological Society (LAMAS) Transactions vol. 29,1978
LAMAS Transactions vol. 30 1979
LAMAS Transactions vol. 31 1980 (contains accounts of excavations at
Cromwell Green (Palace of Westminster), Goodmans Yard, Tower Hill and
Enfield; discussions of artefacts including Roman and Bronze Age items;
articles on SiS. Teulon (architect) and his work)
LAMAS Special Papers;
1978 Southwark Excavations 1972-74, vols. 1 and 2. :
1978 No.2 Collectanea Londiniensia, studies presented by Ralph
Merrifield (36 papers on archaeology and local history of
London area, with illustrations, plans etc.)
1980 No.3 Roman and Riverside Wall and Monumental Arch in London
1980 No.4 Excavations at Billingsgate Buildings, Lower Thames Street,
London 1974.
LAMAS List of Members, 1981
LaMAS News Letter, Jan. 1982 (contains a London and Middlesex book list)
Hertfordshire Archaeology vol. 5, 1977
Hertfordshire Archacology vol. 6, 1978
Hertfordshire Archaeology vol. 7, 1979 (contains articles on excavations
in Verulamium, Ware, Puckeridge and Braughing; late Bronze Age artefacts
from Hertford Heath; Theobalds Pzrk ingot of Roman lead; five mediaeval
barns in Hertfordshire; woodland management in late 17th century;
decorated small houses in Hertfordshire).
East Herts Archaeological Society News Letter, Autumn 1981.
North Middlesex Journal of North Middlesex Family History Society, vol. 1,
No. 4, Summer 1979.
Genealogists Magazine, vol. 20, No.6. June 1981.
Archives: presented by Mr. F.C. Hart of Cranborne Road
Deeds of sale of the White Hart, South Mimms, 22 Feb. 1847
Small Deed from Turnpike Trust, of piece of land in front of White Horse,
present site of War Memorial, 23 March 1872.
Letter from GLC Archivist to Mr. Hart, concerning an error in GLC catalogue
1974.
Presented by formep gardener to Forbes family -
Volume of large photographs of Mount Grace House and its gardens, when
owned by Mr. and Mrs. Forbes in 1927 (includes photos of Highland Regimental
band at a garden party, and bananas growing in the hothouse).
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The A-% of Georgian London; published 1982 for the London Topographical
Society in association with the Guildhall ILibrary; £12 plus postage and
packing, available from Harry Margary, Lympne Castle, Kent.

This book is based on Johh Roque's Plan of the citids of London and
Westminster and the Borough of Southwark dated 1746. The map, which
covers an area of approximately 6 miles by 3 miles and includes all the
then built-up area of London, was published as a set of 24 sheets, drawn
to a scale of 26" to 1 mile.

The book has a hard covered A4 format and contains 96 pages each
covering a spread of 165" x 113" and an index by John Fisher
consisting of about 5,000 entries referring to an overlaid numbered
and lettered grid system. There is an introductory t:.ext by Ralph

Hyde.

Life and Death in Kings Langley 1498-1659, edited by Lionel Munby 3
published 1981 by Kings langley Local History and Museum Society and the
Kings Langley branch of the VEA; £9 plus post and packing, and can be
ordered from Mrs Scott Whyte, Hon. Treasurer KLLHMS, 26 Langley Hill,
Kings Langley, Herts. WD4 9HE.

This 200 page book brings together the testamentary documents of
148 People from four record offices. The full texts are reproduced
with the exception of the repetitive phrasing.

The Book includes an index of nearly 900 people mentioned in the
documents (testators, legatees, witnesses, appraisers etc.) with
over 300 different surnames, an index of place names mentioned, and

a glossary of over 200 dialect words and cbsolete usages.

The Church of St. John the Apostle, Whetstons.

Set a few yards back from the High Road in Whetstone, with flats on one
side and a wood on the other, is the church of St. John the Apostle.
This is an unusual dedication, for churches dedicated to this particular
saint usually describe him as the Evangelist. It is also unusual in not
looking too much like a church, at least at a. casual glance. Why this
should be is not certain, but the fact remains that many are unaware of
its existence. Perhaps this is because it is relatively small in scale,
betraying its origins as a private chapel.

On January 22 1831, certain householders of "hetstone signed a represent-
ation addressed to Charles Blomfield, Bishop of London, stating that

church provision in the area was inadequate and that they were desirous

of raising, by private subscription, sufficient funds for the erection of

a chapel. The land for the building was to be given by one of the
signatories to the representation, Joseph Baxendale, who owned the vast
Tioodside Estate in Whetstone. Bishop Blomfield gave his assent and the
completed chapel was consecrated on 9 May 1832. Baxendale was a fascinating
character. In many ways he was the archetypal Victorian entrepeneur.

He was born in 1785, the son of a Lancaster surgeon.. He is reported to have
had a good education, though he later described his childhood as tvery
wretched'. In 1804 Joseph left Lancaster 'to fight my way through life'.






