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POTTERS BAR AND DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY
PRESIDENT : MRS, MURIEL BRITTAIN, M.P.S. CHAIRMAN ¢ G. PULZER

HON, SECRETARY : C.T., (verend, BO‘DeepDene; Potters Bar Tel.44493

Formed in 1959 to encourage the reservation of things of local
interest and to study both local and general historical matters.
Meetings are throughout the winter months at intervals of approximately
three weeks., Details of these are exhibited on the public library
notice boards or may be obtained from the secretary. Subscriptions
are 75p. per annum and 40p. for those under 21 and for senior citizens.

All members of the public are velcome to attend our meetings
whether they are members of the Society or not.
* * * *® *

TWENTIETH BI THOAY CELEBRATICRS
elobas

As mentioned in our last issue the Society reached its twentieth
birthday on the 14 th. July 1979. Ve celebrated, however, on 27th.
September with Peter Walne's excellent talk on the work of the
ilertfordshire County Record Office. Incidentally this event was
held within tvo days of the actual twentieth anniversary of our
first public meeting (we couldn't get a closer date) and was the
last public meeting of any kind to be held in the 'yllyotts Manor
Council Chamber. '/e were both delighted and honoured to have
with us on this occasion Councillor lrs. Bullen, the Deputy Mayor
of Hertsmere.

e followed up this opening event with an outing to Jesus
College, Cambridge on 13th. October and an excellent talk on South
Mimms castle on the 27th. This talk, which was given by Brian
Warren, had an affinity with our very first lecture which was on
South Mimms itself,

Cur celebrations are not yet over for we have an essay competition
which is not due for completion until March. DNotices have bcen sent
to all eligible schools in the district and the event has had a good
write-up in the press. \le hope that this competition will have done
rmuch to arouse an interest in local history in our youn- people and
that we will have a good entry. t had been hoped to announce the
result at the Social which is to be held on March 28th. but delays
in getting out the publicity has meant that this has had to he
deferred until the Annual Genereal Meeting on April 8th,

All opinions expressed in this journal are those of the contributors
and are not necessarily the views of the members of the Potters Bar
and District Historical Society either as as a body or as individuals.
HON. ZIDITOR: C.T. Overend, 3C Deepdcne, Potters Bar

Published by Potters Bar and District Historical Society.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The 1980 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING will be held on Tuesday 8th. April
at 8 p.m. immediately precceding Mr. Harcourt Williams talk.



A TRUB 'MISS RIAD' SIORY

(The stories of 'Miss Read'; a fictional village schoolmistress,
are. well known. Less well known is the story of a real diss
Read; a-docal villoge schoolmistress.....)

The danger of trusting the ages steted in the ninetecenth
century census returns is illustrated by the entrics for fidge
school-mistress, Sarah Read. “hen, for the I84I census, neople
were allowed to round down their ages to the nearest five years,
she rounded hers down to fifty. Yet ten yezrs later, when exact
ages had to be given, she admitted to sevebty-three years!

This was her true age, for it is &nowm from her father's
diary that she was born on November 28, I777. He was in Paris ot
the times there he received a letter from his servant informing
him 'that mistress was sofely delivered of a daughter liov. 23 &
is as well as con be cxpected. 3She is 2 fine little dear & has
dark hairi! He soon wrote again to tell his moster that 'the
child was baptised on Dzc. 32 =nd according to your desire her
name is Sall,!

She was so called after her mothers; but how came her surname
to be Read? For Jack Read was the name of the servents his master's
name was 3ylns Neville. Why, then,; was his davushter called Sarah
Read and not Sarah Neville?

Ffor the cxplanation of this one has to go back to September
1768, when he recorded in his diary that he had decided '4o engage
@ young woman.....to be my servent.' By name Sarah - or Bally, as
he more usually called her - she was about twenty, and hec soue
eight years older. She became his mistress, and she it was who
bore him Sarah while hc wag in Paris. He wrote to say he was
delighted, but he did not return o England to scc his daughter
till I780. Her upbringing hc cntrusted to a friends but his
friend died in I782, leaving him with the problem of what to do
with Sarah, now a delicate five-ycar-old., He solvad it by eending
her to 2 school in Ridge run by iiss M. halley.

He himself wes offercd hospitality by aifriend in Norwich,
but thet raised another problem: he would not nced a housckeeper,
yet he did not want to be varted from his mistress, Sally. His
solution was to write to his host saying that his servant Jaock
ftead 'had been married some time' and thet S2lly, his wife, would
have to accompany him! iovember I723 saw him witnessing - after
heving no doubt arranged - the marringe of S=lly and Jack. The
frct that the entry in his diary - "the manscrvant J snd the
meidservent Sarah werc married'! - was writton in Italien and in
shorthend suggests thet he felt some sense of shame,

That is how Sarah, his daughter, camc to bear the surname
of kead.

#hon she was six - oan Suadey !iny IS I734 - she received a
visit from her fathcr, though this we know only by resding betwcen
the lincs of his diary. 'Dined at the Red Lion, Barnet,' he wrote,
and 'drank tca three or four miles further ata very plensant
village called nidge in Hertfordshire situate on a bank . from which
it probobly derives its name. The lanes leading to it from the
turnpike how pleasant! The hedges full of swest may... ' Of his
daughter there was not a word, but surcly it was to visit her at



the school that hc left the road =t South Mimms and climbed the
hill to Ridge.

He have it on her authority, in later life, that 'for long!'
she was 'left entirely unnoticed till Dr. N. (her father) artfully
discovercd my abilities and then, voung as I was, made usc of them
to his own purvoses by scnding me the most cxtreordinary copics of
letters.,' Those were beggins-letters which he expccted her to write
'to Noblemen on his account =s if thev were my own feelings,' she
wrote. She was requircd to imprtunec for help 'for o near relative
who had met with misfortune,'

On charity Sylas nevillc contrived to live for the last fifty
yvears of his life He lost his mistress; Sarah's mother, on hoer
death in I325: wnl in I833 Sazrah rctu“nvd to Rid~re to be the
governess of Ridge House, where she had, fifty ycars before, been
e pupil., WNot till I840 did her fathcr die, in his hundredth years
~nd when his papers werc sorted out copies of some of his begging-
letters werc sent to his doughter in case she wanted them. She
did not: 'I am truly ashamed of them,' she wrote firom Ridse Houso
on february I5, 1842, They reminded her too painfully of = father
given to 'looking after the things of this world,' though she
added piouslys '3But he is gone to give /ﬁig awful: account, and it
does not become me to censure.' None the less, she could 'not
but lement being the offspring of such = parcnt...!

)

Later in the I240s she retired from Ridge Housey which stood
by the green in front of 3t. flargeret's church ~nd survived in part
until the I960s. 1In I844 Trotter's =zlushouses - todey called
Orchard #ead - were built; and in one of these she was living in
I35I ~ only a stone's—throw from the school to which she had first
come necarly seventy years nrceviously.

i, TOMKINS

Diary of Syl:.s Neville,
Ridge parish tithe award
Census returnss IS4I, I05I,
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HEATFOADS IR ARCHAROLOGICAL COUNCIL
ANNUAL CONFERTICE 1980
Saturday 22nd ii~rch

at Cempus "est Theatrc; ‘leluyn Garden Cityv.
Rorniné Session: Recent Archacological Discoveries in Hertfordshire.
Afternoon Session: Hearth and Home.,
Admissions All dey LI, half-day T5pe, students 75p., children 50b.
Programmne and full details may be obtainced from s-

Derek . Hills, 63 Daniells, ‘‘elwyn Garden City.
Televhone W.G. 22735

iliss Bue Agate; Welwyn Hetfield Muscum, Mill Green,
Hatfield. Telephone Hat., TI3G62



HERTFORDS/TAE "STHRETS"
The name 'Baker Strect' seems inappropriate for a road which
was, within living memory, merely = country lanc. There arc/number
of other S5treets in and nenr Hertfordshire which arc villages, and
again the names are surprising. The list given below, which may
not be complete, shows (in the sccond column) some from the 0.8. I
I-inch map. It might be thought that they were originally the names
of roads; so it is useful to look for thom on Moll's mep, published
in I7J0, which is(as fer as I know) the first to show a fair notwork
of roads., (this is the mep included in Chauncy's book on
Hertfordshire). The ma» includes narts od Middlesex. It shows the
'Strects' listed in the first column below. It also merks Rrmin
Street (so spelt)s in this casc alone the name is written along the
line of thec road,; like names nlong the rivers, whereas 2ll the other
'Strects' are writien horizontelly, like the names of villoges,

Thus the nomes are old, ~nd pre-dete nny well made 'street' os
we should understand its =~nd in I700 they were the names of villnges,
not roads. It scems reasonable to sugecest that Beker Street too,
was & village, not a road; it was the villnge gnthered round
Wyllyotts.

loll's map 2lso shows one, and only one, Lene - nemely, Coopers
Lene, which also seens o have been the nrae of o villoge. It still
appears as a village none on modern 0.S. mips. The odd nrae
'Coopers Lene Rond' is thus accounted fors it is n rond lerding to
the village of Coopers Lene,

Names on Molll's Hap Hemes on 0,5, Iop Grid Ref.
- Appleby Strcet 331045
Bakers Street - 249 0I0
Colney Street Colncy Strcet I55 222
Crossbrook Strect - ? 373 028
- Hammond Strcect 329 043
Hore Strceet Hare Strcet 390 295
- Hay Strect 393 262
High Street Green - 085 0865
Lark Strect Park Strecct I53 040
derkett 3treet linrkyatce (not naed 062 164

a8 'streect')

Newgate Strect Newgete Strcet 299 051
Theobalds Strcoet Green Street 55 936
Turtle Str Turkey Street 347 992

tiost of these'S8trcets' are on or ncar » known Roman rond.
There nre two plavsible reasons why villages might be so plrced:
{I) to make usc of the road for trevel, for oven after = thousrud
years of neglcct they were still better roads then most others:
(2) to build liternlly on the road, using it as a2 firm dry foundation.
S0 it scems probeble that Beker Strect too was 2 villrg:s based around
an oncient naved road, possibly but not necessarily Komen.
A.C.Lynch,
& 3% * RS *
DON'T FORGAT - fTwentieth Birthday Party, Friday 28th. ilerch,

Toc H Hall, Barnct road, 8 p.m., Admission 50p., Mombers and Friends.



WALTHA T ABBEY HISTOHICAL SOCIETY

We have reccived from this Sociecty notice of their Museum of
Archeocology and Local History. fThis is houscd in a IS5th, century
timber framed building situstc ~t 41 Sun Street, Waltham Abbey.
The collection, which rances from prchistoric artifacts to modern
times, includes 2 V2 rocket motor,

Opening times =ares- Saturdays ID 2.m. to 4 p.il.3 Sundays and Bank
Holideys (until October) 3 pm. to 5p.m.  Admis ‘ion free.
PUBLICATIONS

:The Walthamn Abbey Historical Society also publishes = range of
historical and archacological booklots and bullectims. All of these
may be obtaincd from the musecum ory; by nost, from Hr. R.C.Gray,

64 Honcy Lenc, ‘mlthem Abboy, Essex (rostrge extra),

The Secretary (of PBDHS) has = full lis® which he will be plensged
to make available on request. The following m~y, however, bhe of
the greatest interest:-

'King Herolds Town' by John Coemp end Dinah Denn - 25p. (post I0p.)

'A Ualk Round rlthoam Abbey - ibnastery and Town' by K.N.B~scombe,
25p. (post I0p.).

JB3US COLLEGE CAMIRIDGE

“hen we were looking for ideas to celcobrete our twenticeth
birthday our President, :irs. ji. Brittein, very kindly invited the
Society's members ond their fricends to » tour of Jesus College and
to have tea theirc in her rooas. Tho avent took nlacec on I3th.
October when alsut twenty peovle went, irn smnll p2rties,; by nrivete
car. This proved an cxcellent arranscment sincc it cnebled those
who so wished'to make = day of it'. Thc ~utumn weather was at its
punniest and 2ll parties had an enjoyable drive through the berutiful
Hertford shire. Onc con only feel sorry for those who were un~ble
to nttend and so missed so mueh thet was rich and beautiful both

en route snd at the college.

'e were met by !rs. Brittein in the College car park ~nd
conducted through the srounds to the =11 vhere we werc introduced
to iirs, Freda Jones, the lady who wes to bo our guide. The g-rdens
we nassed through may have been post their best but the greon, eoold
and russet of the ~utumn leaves Formed -4 idyllic setting for the
fince old buildings. These are of soversl agesy the oldest being
of the I2th. century, when they forued nart of o nunnery. Originnlly
the convent consisted 5f twelve nuns bhut these cventuelly dwindled
to two and it was thon thot John Alcock, Bishop of Ely, closed the
convent and founded the present g¢ollcge in the buildings

The rebus on his nome is a cockereland these birds ore visible
every where heing narticularly notivible on the doorway label
terminations., In the old library they occur in many of the windows
in stained glass, It is eov dent that originnlly cvery window had
its colourcd cockerel snd latin tag but many have been replaccd
by plain clecar glass, only the outlinc resaining. But of the many
fine cockerels +to be scen the pridc of place must be given to the
collection of the late Dr, Freoderick Brittain. Here nre rarc birds
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LONDON & #IDJLESSL ARCHATOLOGICAL SOCIETY
LEMAS is orgenising thre following tours during 1930 s3-

1 Hour Bh, 15/16 day coach tour of the castles, monasteries etc.
of Bavoria (including an opportunity to sec the Passion Play
&t Obernamergau) ond Burgundy. Departs Tues. 29 July I380,
Cost £279 plus cost of insurance and seat at the Passion Play
(optional).
2. Tour AG. 15/I6 day air/coach tour of Grecco. Visiting Athens,
s> .Corinth, Mycenae, Tyrins, Arg Inidaurus, Sparta ctc. with
all their wonderful »rt and archaeolozical trzssurcs. Good hotels,
2ir conditioned corch. Departs 25 August. Cost 2348,
Az - Pour RO, IO/IT doy r/oonch tour to Roirs, Ponte C.sino and
Subiaco. Thisg dclig 1tful and interesting tour of Rome includes

(if required) = Papal Audience denart

Mll details from
Nevman College, Bartley Ggeen,
be made through Travelscene Lid.,
Btreet, Birminghem B2 AXJ
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AtCHAFOLOGICAL wIGSHARCE CO:

The I7th. Annusl Conference
on Saturday 26th. April, 1280, f;ou I
Lecture Pheatre. Cha irm-¢, Harvey

onli and costs £1.50. F

of London

S

Lawrence S. Snell, M.A.,
Birmianzgham B32 3NT.

T6 Scpt. I980. Costg£256.

'5\.301»\“‘0’ Fof{oHiStaSa,
Bookings should

Ted.

Birmingham Showpdng Centre, New

Lrchaeologists is to be held

I 2.m, in the Museum of London
sheldon., Admissinon is by ticket

or LAUAS memb rs, £2.50 for non-members.



NORTH MIDDLESTX FANILY HISTOxY SOCIETY

This Society is actively reserrching family history in the
London boroughs of Camden, Barnct, “nfieid, Harringey, Islington
and the City of Loundon. ionthly meetings are held 2t the Drill
Hall, Old Park Avenue, infield Towm on the first lionday iu the
month at 8 o'clock. Beginners and experienced researchers are
welcome, Lectures, workshop meetings (for hclp and advice) and
outings are arranged. from time to time snecial research projects
are undertaken and all members arc welcome to particinate.

L quarterly journal is published which is distributed free
to members and to societies which are affiliated to the Federation
of Family History Societies. For members living outside London a
courier service ito St. Catherine's Housc for birth, death and
marriage certificates has been organis=d to reduce the high cost.

further details may be obtained frowm the Hon, Secretorys Miss
G.C.Watson, 33 Churston Gardens, London NII 2NL. Telephone
JI-363 2255,

The Society's journal, ‘lThe North Middlesex, is available
to non-members, nrice 50p. per cony from the Hon. Treasurer Mrs. i.D.
litorsy 5 Chase Bide, infield, Middlesex Bn2 S5QA.
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This now incorporates thc former London and Middlesex sections.
The scarch rooms =rc situvated in Room B2I D, The County Hall, London
and they re-opencd on “ednesday 2nd. January I930.

OPANING TIHES ¢ Monday to iriday - 9.30 a.m. to 4.45 pem,

LATE BVENING OP:NING s Tuesday - 4.45 peme to 7.30 p.m. (by
np901ntm0nﬁ onlv3

TOR sNGUIRLESS AND APPOLNIILANTS : Pleasc 'phone 0I-633 685I.

lfany records are now stored in an out re positorys on ennuiry
reanders will be informed if nhrtwcular records are so held. Fo conult
such records an appointment must bhe made at least threc working da,
in advence, To consult other records an appointment is alweys
advisable. Specific orders can be made by letter or telephone.

* 3% * 3%
DATES FOxr YOUR DIARY

A.GM.y Tuesdoy 8th. April, ¢ p.m. followed by "The Merquis of
Selisbury's Library at Hatfield House" - a talk by Mr. R.H.Hercourt
Williems, M.A,

Wednesday I4th. lay - “North liymms Parish in the I9th. Century,
by Dr. Kingsford.

TWENTI®TE BIRTHDAY 30CIAL : Fridey 28th. Merch, 8 p.m., Toc H Hall,
fAdmissgion 50p. Please bhring = few savourics, cakes etc. ond » pencil,
Liguid refreshment nrovided.

BARNET ANVD DISTR[QQ_LQ?AL HISTORY SOCIETY

Wednesdn y I6th., April - #Trems in and Around Barnct? - by #r, C.S.
Smeeton.

‘lednesday I5th. October - Folklore and Local Interest of Hertfordshire®
Mrs. Doris Jones-Baker.






