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THE BRIDGLFOOT ESTATE

Bridgefooot, although it ﬁas}oua-vrbtho largoer properties in South
Mimms is probably the least well known as it lies away from the main
roads and can only be approached-on foot or-horseback down Bridgefoot
Lane or by the drive from the Lodge in wash Lane. ; s

The original:houSe;'knOWn as Bridgefoot House, was not builf until
the second Galf. of the 18th. century. No records of its actual building
have appeared and it is first described as a mansion house called
Bridgefoot with stable and coach house and paddocks in a marriage
settlement made in 1780.< ' - : '

The farmhouse and lands, however, have a much longer history. They
were what was known as customary’ or copyhold lands held of the Manor of
South Mimms and their records appear in the court rolls and rentals of the
Manor, which are in the private collection of the Marquis of Salisbury;

the Cecils having been Lords of the lManor of South Mimms since 4606.

The earliest recorded owner is Robert Mayhew who is listed in the
first surviving rental of the Manor as paying a quit rent of thirty-three
shillings and fourpence for a copyhold holding in 1567. Robert Mayhew
died in 1597 and his property passed to his wife Anne. In his will he
mentions three daughters Elizabeth, Margaret and Susan, each of them is
+o have asum of money at 18 years of age, two pairs of sheets, one pair
flaxen and one towen. Also to each a table cloth and a dozen napkins
as well as three good beasts divided between them and a ewe and a lamb.

- His wife Anne died in 1602 and her two younger daughters were named
as her executors. Her will shows that she had been married before and
had a son and two daughters by her first husband.

In 1607 Susan Mayhew married Christbpher Colson and in a court
record of 1617 we find the first full description of the house and
lands of the copyhold. :

To the manor court on the 24th. Aprdl 1617 came Margaret, the other
daughter, now the wife of Richard Aldworth, amerchant of London, and
Christopher Colson, a dyer of London, and were admitted as tenants of
one messuage with a field and garden known as Ottways Garden. The lands
are listed as Five Acres, Pound Mead, the Little Growe, Thayne Field and
Wall Field, Pound Field and Tirret Field, le Great Wood, Peaseland and
Pulpit and fomr parcels of land called Doles lying in the common field
od Aldwicks at a rent of 33s.kd. Then Margaret and Richard Aldworth
surrended their share to the Colsons.

Unfortunately there i4 no plan of the property until long after
when most of the names were changed so we can only place one of the
pieces, the croft called Pulpit is the piece of land at the top of Mimms
Hall Road on which the 5th. Potters Bar Scouts now have their Headquarters
and the little Grove may well be the small wood behind it.

In 41627 Christopher.Colson purchased some additional fields from
Roger Hoddesdon on the other side of Mimmshall Brook. These were an
eight acre field called Gregories Close and two closes called Phillingdons
and Wallcroft together nine and a half acres. Gregories lay Jjust over
the bridge and the other two to the south bounded by the brook and Vash
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Lene. These three peices are liated in the manor record with other
pieces as 'Shurley Croft and other lands' and have an abstract of title
from 15141 when they were held by Johan Turner, a widow, and her son John.
In 1514 the lands were transferred to Simon Birde, aliaa Hoddesdon, and
Elizabeth his wife. Three generations of Roger Hoddesdons succeeded,
the third Roger selling the three pieces to Christopher Colson.

It is perhaps a good tame to consider the reason for the name
Bridgefoot. The Mimmshall Brook bounded the original lands ou the
west side and the lane now called Bridgefoot Lane was the shortest way
to South Mimms church for those who lived in the area of Dugdale Hill
and Bentley Heath and a footbridge existed at this pOint from early
times., The manor court records are full of requests to the Lord of the
Manor to repair this important bridge. In 1607 for instance, we have
a 'humble petition to the Right Honourable Lord of the Manor that we might
have such a bridge repairid, being in the Lord's waste and the church path
for all that vome to the church. called by the nome off Mayhews hyidge! .

The plea coupled with other pleas for the high bridge at Mimms Wash
and Margery bridge at Kitte End were at last successful as in 1610 the
manor accounts record the following bill for the repair of the three
bridges:- For felling timber 3s., for carrying timber 5s., for carpenter
for 19 daye Lkhs.hd., for sayring timber 14s.,and for making a say pit
12d., total £3 7s 4d. The lower end of Bridgefoot Lane was Known as
Water or Watery Lane and to this day it is flooded in winter with a
shallow stream. The horse or cert road continued by bearing left and
along the bed of the brook to Wash Lane and was still in use by farn
carts in the 1920's and is still a bridleway today.

By 1644 Christopher Colson had-died, leaving his property of Ottways
Garden and its lands to his wife Susan and his lands in the common field
+o his son John. In 1644 his mother died and John inherited the whide
property. A manor rental of 1653 shows that another piece of the common
field had been bought from one of the Flexmeers, rented at 3s. and the
fields purchased from Roger Hoddesdon were rented at 15s.6d.

In 1661 among the legal documents of the manor is a certificate
stating that the 'commom and public wooden footbridge leading from
Dugdale Hill to the parigh church of South Mimms is now rebuilt and ig
good repair soe the people may safely pass over the bridge® «

By 1670 James Ware, a citzen and vintner of London, then living at
Hampstead, had purchased the whode estate. James Ware had already bought
Blanches in South Mimms in 4669, his will made in 1672 states that he had
lost much of his property in the late dreadful fire of London. The lands
he bought in South Mimms were intended to form merriage portions for his
four daughters, Anne, Mary, Sarah and Grace. His eldest daughter Anne
had married Williem Ellis in 1671 and half of the Ottways Garden property
had been her portion. The other half and Blanches were to be divided
between his three youngerdaughters and his wife Elizabeth, she as his
widow was entitled under the customs of the freeman of the City of London
to a one third share of all his property, another third called the 'orphans
part' went to the three unmarried daughters to be managed by trustees.

In 1680 Mary wWare married Daniel Luddington, a year later the next
daughter married Thomas Parker and thyoungest, Grace, also being of age,



each of them inherited a third of the half of the Ottwags Garden property
ani a third of Blanches. VWith&n the next few years by agreement and
much legislation the Luddingtons settled at Ottways Garden and by 1700
Grace had married Thomas Herriot and Blanches was in their Bossession .

In the 1680 marriage settlement of Mary and Daniel Luddington the
alternative name of Bridgefoot farm is given for Ottways Garden for the
first time. 1In1702 Daniel Luddington bought from the descendants of the
Hoddesdons two more closes called Mounsiers, Gregories, Bypath or Otage
which adjoined Gregories Close on the east, Wash Lane on the south and
the lane which we now call Greyhound Lane on the west. Both Viasi Lane
and Greyhound Lane were at that time part of the main road from Barnet
to St. albans. Wwith these closes was a cotteage with half an acer in
Mymmshall Lane, nom Mutton Lane.

Ini 714 Daniel Luddington died leaving two sons Wwilliam and Daniel,
and six daughters. Daniel was left an inn called the "Badger" built in

one of the new clos€ near the site of the present lodge in Wash Lane,
the closes being renamed the Badger Fields.

- In 1717 the Luddington family agreed to dell the whole of the Ottways
Garden,alias Bridgefoot Farm, to Robert Vincent, a citizen and stationer
of London. Two years later Robert Vincent enlarged the property by
adding four copyhold fields of the manor of Wyllyotts lying to the north
and west of the Pulpit.

In 1738 Robert Vincent died leaving the estate to his son Robert
for his life and then to Robert's son Edward and his heirs. In 1762
after complaints of flooding at Mimms Wash the Turnpike Trust appointed
a commission to examine the cause. They reported that the ancient
channel of the water course had been diverted by Mr. Vincent t0 make a
fishpond leaving an insufficient channel for the water to pass through,
it, having become blocked, had caused fhooding to the great inconveniece
of those using the King's Highway. In 1765 Mr. Vincent had been informed
of the need to remedy this but nothing had been done.

In 1780 Edward Vincent's son Robert married Susanna Philimore of
Cheshunt and the marriage settlement lists for the first time the capital
messuage with coach house, stables etc. called Bridgefoot and also that
farm called Cttways Garden or Bridgefoot Farm. all the field names
except Pulpits had changed.

Edward Vincent died in 1810 and his son Robert and his wife Susenna
took possession. The tithe map and award show that in 1842 Bridgefoot
House was empty but the farm and land were let to William Baker. aAnother
Robert succeeded his father in 1848 and he sold the whole estate to
Stanley Orde Percival. In Kelly's Directory for 1855 under Stanley C.
Percival, Bridgefoot House is named Bacons Hall and in the first Ordrance
Survey of one inch to the mile, published in 1822 it is also Becons Hall.
But a later Kelly's Directory of 1867 reverts to Bridgefoot House so perhaps
Bacons Hall was a misprint. $ :

In 1872 Charles Cock bought the estate as Bridgefoot and obtained the
freehold from the Gascoyne Cecil Estates. when he died in 1903 the
property was bought by the Earl of Strafford, a sale plan was produced
for the sale a copy of which is at the Middlesex, Greater London Record
Office; but it gives no field names and includes land which did not
belong to the original estate.



The estate stll belongs to the Byng family as part af the Wrotham
Park Estate but the house was pulled down in 1969and its site and
gardens were sold on a 125 year lease in 1970.  « new houge has since
been built which, though uniike the old, fits pleasantly into its site.
The farmhouse still stands with its cottages but the old barn is in
a sad state.

H.M.Baker 1979

References of Manuscript sources and abreviations

Manor of South Mimms record; Cecil Estate archives (Cecil/SM) at Hatfield
House by permission of the Marquis of Salisbury.

Cecil/SM.CER.23/16 Rental 1567 Cecil/BMLC R, 2512961

" n Gen,32/10 1603 Court paper 3 " Legal 108/17 Shurley Croft

" " Gen.i15/11 Sale of 1551 - 1665 title
Philingdons etc. H " Gen.116/7. Church Bridge 1606.

# " 48th. century Court Books: . " Gen.118/1. Repairs 3 bridges
Vols. I to V. 1702 - 1872 " " Legal 104/3 Certificate 3
Ludington and Vincent Bridges.
entries stc. : 3t " .cc. 47a/ 15 1653 Rental.

# ® Box 84/1/15 1780 Vincent 4 " SM/3/108 Rental to 1771.

Philimore settlement.

Wills:- Herts. Gounty Record Office. Ref. No.7.R.176v. Rbt. Mayhew 1597.
Public Record Office: Commissary Court of Canterbury
Ref. PROB.11.339.f67. James ware 1672,
Ref. PROB.11.688,.£80. Rbt. Vincent 1738.

Greater London, Middlesex Record Office (GL/MRO) acc.6il Sale Plan 1903.
The Tithe award and map of South Mimms shows estate lands 1842.

Potters Bar Historical Society Record rublication No.2a Flan of Wyllyvbtes
Manor and adjacent land owners or occupiers shows the Pulpit field and
Vincents lands where next to roads or Wyllyotts lands in 1745.
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E4ST HERTS ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

Forthcoming Lectures

Friday 23rd February 1979
"Recent Excavations in ware" - Mr. Clive Partridge.
Red Cross Hall, Hertford at 8 p.m. :

Thursday 22nd. March 1979 5o
"ijedieval and Post-Medieval Graffiti in Hertfordshire"
Mrs. Doris Jones-Baker. Red Cross Hall, Hertford at 8 p.m.

History of Hertford and VWare

It is proposed to form a group deveted to the study of the local history
of Hertford and Ware. Anyone interested should get in touch with
Mr. Llan Greening, 15 Wellington Street, Hertford.






