B

|

e vy

€5 o

ir.

SRS M T s e

FUET™ AL M O e -‘-1
3

s

S X L s
Awwana,

— ' L

;
PRICE (Bp. (Free to mambers JANUARY 1978

H.A.C. CDNFERENCE

PASKETS I.0T CR SILX VEAVERS HALL Helen Baker

N

JOHN BYNG RIDES AGAIN ¥. Tomkins

CORRESFCNDANCE

w ~NWwm

THE SCCIETY LIBRARY
NOTICES 10

MESOLITHIC BURIN B. Yarren 1

iuw- .



1%}

POTTYRS BAR AND DISTRICT “T-IC?LC L SCCIET

PRESIDENT : Mrs. Muriel Brittain, M.F.S. CILATRMAN : G. FPulzer

HON. SECRETARY : C.T.Overend, 30 Deepdene, Fatters Bar. Tel 1 83
3

Fermed in 1959 to enceurage the preservatien ef things ef laca

interest and te study beth .iecal and general histerical mabtc 13 s
Meetings are held threught the winter months at intervals of about
three te feur weeks. Details of these are exhibiied en the public
library netice boards er may be obtained frem the secretary,
Subscriptien rates are 75p. per annum and 40 p. fer these under the
age of 21 and for senier citizens.

The Society is affiliated to the London and Middlese
Society, The Fast Herts. Archaeological Society the Hertfordshire
Archaeological Council and the Hertfordshire Lon“l H

Members of the public are welcomed at our meetings whether or not
they are mambers of the Society.

HERTFCRDSHIRE
ARCHAECLOGICAL

CCUNCIL
ANNUAL CCNFERENCE 25th. FEBRUARY 1978 (SATURDAY)

Time H 10:00 Solis — 5.00 pamo

Place : Mid-Herts College, The Campus, Velwyn Garden City.

Morning : Recent Archaeological Discoveries in Hertfordshire.

Chairmen : Mr. Robert Kiln.,

Afternoon : Pre-Roman Iron Age in Hertfordshire and South-East
England.

Chairmen : Mr, Gareth Davies.
1
Admission ¢ £4.00, full time students, chilédren and senior citizens 507
s > 2

IV .

Afterncon sessiocn onlj : 5Cp. for everyone,

Programres are cbtainable from the secretery,

A opinions expressed in this Jjournal are those of the contribut
are not necessarily the views of the menbers of the Potters Rar

Districi historical szociety either as a2 body or as individuals.
Hon. Editor : C.T,.0verend, 30 Deepdene, Poti

Publiche
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BASKETS LOT
% .
SILE whiWRRSITHALL

Mr. Gelder's book on Georgian Hadley gives an interesting
description of the house called Baskets Lot, which stands half hidden
among the trees behind the obelisk on Hadley Green. Although it is
now within the Borough of Barnet it was originally in the parish of
South Mimms and its history is recorded in the records of our district.

The western part of the site was part of Kitts End Green
belonging to the manor of South Mimms while the eastern side was an
encroachment into Enfield Chace and is recorded as such in a survey
of the chace made in 1769, which shows the line offi the Gannick bank
passing through the site.

The story that I have so far traced of this cottage, starts with-
an entry in the South Mimms vestry minutes for 1763 which orders that
Benjamin Gage and John Bocket, the two churchwaedens, "do forthwith
make use of all lawful means to get Joseph Nettleship out of possession
of the house he now lives in at the obelisk that divides the great road
leading from London to Hatfield and St. albans in the parish of South
Mimms, and to pay all expenses that shall attend sute or trouble that
shall be necessary to get possession for the use of the parish."

4an entry in the court roll of the Manor of South Mimms in the
following April, shows that they had been successful for at that court
Benjamin Gage and John Bocket were admitted tenants of a piece of .
ground formerly part of the waste of the manor at that corner of Kitts
End Green which divides the road from London to Hatfield and St. Albansj
together with the cottage now standing upen it at a yearly rent of one
shilling.

Although no mention is made of Joseph lettleship this was undoubtedly
the cottage referred to as it is the only building shown on this site
on early maps. I have so far found no earlier records of who made the
original encroachment and built the cottage on this piece of waste;
but a building with trees behind is shown on John Roque's map of
Middlesex dated 1 754.

Dre+ Brittain, who made a copy of the vestry minutes 1 have quoted,
says in his book on South Mimms that the house was to be used as an
additional poorhouse, but as the vestry minute book for that period is
now lost it is impossible to search for any other refernces to its use
by the parish. Its later history however suggests a possible use at
least for a4 time.

4t the manor court of 1765 the house at the obelisk, then named as
Silk weavers Hall, was transferred to ¥William Jordan, silk weaver of
South Mimms. . This suggests that the house was already used for silk
weaving so perhaps the cottage had been obtained with a view to

providing employment for some of the workless poor with the craft of
silk weaving.,

Earlier vestry minutes make it clear that the emplgymmbtoffthbe poor
in the workhouse had always been a problem. Spinning had been taught
by one of the inmates in the 1730's soon afger the workhouse had been
established in South Mimms village. and many years before records
show that the Earl of S&lisbury at Hatfield House had sponsored the
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establishment of a trade for weaving and making of fustians to employ
the workless poer of his manors and had invited people from his manors
of South Mimms and Hoddesdon to go to hatfield to be instructed in thw
craf't. This was over a hundred yearsbefore but the case may have, been
similar as a local craftsman had been fomnd willing to instruct and
employ those willing to learn. This may have been the case with
VWilliam Jordan. -There was certainly a family of that name in South
Mimns at that time and a William Jordan had been a churchwarden in 1756.

In 1770 the house at the obelisk changed hands again, the new
owner was Turpin Bastick, a victualer, who had been licemsee in 1761 of
the Maypole further up the Great North-Road near where the gates of
wrotham Park stand today. iafter he moved to Silk weavers Hall in
1770 he became licensee of the Earl of Warwick. Whether this was at
his new house or elsewhere we have no means of knowing, but it would
be an approprlate name so néar the obelisk. -In 1772 he was granted
an additional piece of land to the north of his house and in 1776 he
motgaged the property to Thomas Clutterbuck and his son, brewers of
Stanmore. Ierhaps by some agreement with these brewers the Earl of
wWwarwick was no longer licensed. But from 1780 tc 41786 Turpin Bastick
reappeared as the licensee of The Crown with no clue to its whereabouts.

At the closure and division of Scouth Mimms common and portion of
Enfield Chace in 1780, Turpin Bastick was granted an allotment of about
2% acresto the north of his property, this he also mortgaged to the
Clutterbucks.

In 1799 a’descendant of the:Clutterbucks claimed the property ast:
the mortgage h%d nevey been repaid, He then transferred it to Samuel
Hussey whose descendant sold it to Thomas Jordan a farmer of South
Mimms in 1822. Perhaps this Jordan was related to the silk weaver
William Jordan.

Two years later Thomas Jordan died leaving the house to his wife
for her life and then te Henry Jordan Corry who inherited it in 1843.
After his death it was bought from other heirs by the Misses Mary and
Jane Corry in 1888. 4 valuation of the house made at this time '
describes it as having a fair sized drawing room , dining room and
back parlour with a kitchen and usual offices and five or six bedrooms.
There was also a cvuch and stable of sorts and about half an acre of
land in addition to the site of the buildings.

In 1897 the two Miss Corrys applied to Lord Salisbury, as Lord’ of
the Manor, to have the property enfranchised. . For the first time the
alternative name of "Baskets Lot" is giveh, probably derived from
Bastick's allotment. It was quite usual for the manor court records
to continue th copy the 0ld description from the last entry, dignoring
the changes. : ' :

There was some .slight dispute over the value which was said to
have increased as it formed a corner of the parkland cof Lord Strafford;
who was intending to purchse it. The area 88 the site given in the
Ordnance Survey also differed from that entered in the manor court
record. . They prebably forgot that part of the title had been in
Enfield Chace and not part of the manor. It seems odd that the
ages of the two ladies came into. the calculations.
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At last agreement was reached and Silk Weavers Hall or Baskets Lot
was made freehald and in due course was sold to Lord Strafford of
wWrotham Park whose dgscendants, the Byngs, still own it today.

Helen M. Baker

Sources used : Dr. F. Brittain's "South Mimms" p.959 and his
collection of Records of South Mimms, Vol.1 (1763).

South M:mms manor Court Books from 1732-1872, books 1-5
Hatfield House; by permissicn of the Marquess of Salisbury.

Victuallers Licences of South Mimms; GLC/Middx. Record Office.

ERRaTa » "MR., BYNG PaSSES BY" = PBHS 10

Most readers will have noticed the typographical error in this
-rtiedticle (p.3, line 5) where the date 1870 should read 1790.

We apologise to omr readers for this mistake and to our contrrbutor

Malcom Tomkins.

JOHN BYNG RIDES AGaIN

The journeys that John Byng made in 1790 along both the Holyhead
Road through Kitts End and South Mimms and the Great North Road through
Potters Bar, were but two of many he recorded in his Jjournals. Two
entries relating to overnight stops at the white Hart at Bell Bar, then
on the Great North Road, make particularly lively reading. '

He first noted in his journals that he 'put up at the White Hart,
Bell Bar' on July 9, 1793. 'at a few yards distance from my parlour,'
he wrote,'stands a tortur'd tree, with a summer house in its bosom.'

A sketch of this #wesmehcuse, which he made presumably from his parlour,
is in his  journal and was reproduced in the "Torrington Diaries"
(edited by C. Bruyn Andrews) vol.3, facing page 190.

The White Hart, Byng mndted, was only an alehouse, so he was
gratified to find 'there was apretty display upcon my supper board
of cold ham, cold fillet of veal and sage cheese.' He was served by
the daughters of the landlord, a Mr. Mayes. It was, itseecms, because
he had 'long Known' this Mr. Mayed that he had decided tc stop at the
White Hart. Mayes had 'formerly kept the New Inn at Stevenage'; and
perhaps that was where Byng had made his aquaintance. Eighteen years
previously Mayes had purchased 'a famous black chaise horse' from Byng
and now 'ran on about'it 'and my little pony', his present mount.

Byng soon found him 'a fawning, chattering chap'.

He began to wish he had chosen a more 'elegant tavern' when he was
disturbed by 'much noise and drunkeness of the haymakers in the
alehouse kitchen', but philosophically noted: 'it is summer time, and
may be endured'. Perhaps he had had enough, even sc, when he'took
a short walk upon the road' before he went 'tc bed at 10 o'clock.’

In his 'summer alehouse bedroom' he 'slept well' till he awoke at half
past four. It was hot 'even at that hour' and he decided to set off,
early as it was, on his way to North wales. '



after this experienve, he might not have patronised the white
Hart again if it had not been for a storm that overtcok him on the
Great North Road just over a year later.. September 9, 1794, would
have been, he noted in his Jjournal, 'a bad day for November':: He
and his son Frederick reached the'white Hart alehouse, Bell Bar' and
glad oft any refuge, 'came in benumb'd by wet and cold'. Mr. Mayes
was not there to receive them; having consequently to 'bustle
ourselves to blow a good fire,' they ordered'beds and supper'
presumably from his daughters. 'It appeared to me,' wrote Byng,
'like an old hunting evehlng at an inn' - but, he added, 'wanting
hope and couforts.' .

Not till 9 o'clock did Mr. Mayes return, and when he did he was
'drunk and very fatiguing.' Byng recorded that 'he hung upon us';
and to Frederick he said: "Dear, how does your Mummy?"  Byng plied
him with a pint ofrport but he was apparently toc drunk to 'swallow
a glass.'

Having seentc their horses themselves, Byng and his son 'climbed
to the garret' for the night. Frederick slept in a truckle-bed;
Byng 'rowled about upon a feather-bed cover'd with blankets.' The
storm without evidently disturbed his rest: 'the rain and the wind
continued durlng the night,' he wrote, 'and heavily in clouds brought
on the morn.' He rose early again, wanting only to get away; but

'no one of this drunken alehouse was awake' and he had to hang about
'till at length Mr. M. stagger'd forth to receive the reckoning.'

It is an incident of no particular note but is interesting
because the everyday happenings of the past are so seldom recorded.
Here, thanks to John Byng's account we get a glimpse of local life
at the end of the eighteenth century; we can picture the tirescme
Mr. Mayes, overhear the haymakers rcistering in his kitchen, savcur
the ham,the veal and the cheese; and it is possible that we can still
sec the house where all this happened.

There are several regssgsfor believing it was the building now
called Elm Tree Farm-on the west side of the road at the upper end
of BellBar - a backwater today but cnce a stretch of the Great North
road., One reason is that the owner of the house in 1972 understood
that it had-once been the White Hart. The matter is complicated,
however,by ‘khe fact that he understood it to have been.later called
the Bell (Hertfordshire Countryside: 160, p. 32). . Now the Bell and
the White ‘Hart existed contemporaneously in 1756, when the billeting
return recorded the White Hart as having beds for four visitors and
stabling for ten hordes. It is known fromthe tithe map of 1844
where the Bell then stood - on the east side of the road at the upper
end of Bell Bar. By then the Wwhite Hart had ceased t6 exist.as such
and the buiding that is now Elm Tree Farm consisted of cottages. -
The Bell shortly afterwards was demolished, after the Great North Rcad
had been diverted.: I have:found no evidence - nor does it seem very
likely - that its name and licence were transferred to the building
across the road tha is now Elm Tree Farm but was in the mid-nineteenth
century divided into cottages. It is possible, however, that one of
them became a becrhouse and called itself the Bell.

Doubtful as this evidence is, there are other. reasong for
supposing that the White Hart may have been the present Elm Tree Farm.
One is the proximity to the latter of a field called on the tithe map
white Hart Field; and ancther is perhaps to be found in the appearance
of the farm. It has none of the obvious features that sc often betray
a former inn, but it is o curicus building.  hen later additions are
discounted, it is only one bay deep, but vwhile on the side that faces
the road it is lighted by no less that +twelve wins
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aformer inn , but it is a curious bulldlng. vWhen lategy additions are
discounted,it.is only ©ne bay deep, but while on the side that faces
the road it is lighted by nc less than twelve windows - four on each of
its three stories - the back is almost devoid of fenestration. could
the deceptively impressive facade it presents tc the road have been
designed to attract custm to it as an inn? It i§ supposed to date
back to 1641 (Hertfordshire Countryside, 160) but its symmetrical brick
front suggests that it was refaced in the eighteenth century, probably
not long before 1756 (when the uhite Hart is known £5 have been in
existance).

I am indebted to }rs. Baker for making available to mé.the records
she has collected about Bell Bar. Can anyone else throw any light on
the identificaticn of Elm Tree Farm with the White Hart where John :
Byng spent those two uneasy nights?

M. Tomkins -

CORRESPCNDulNCE

SIR - I hope the note in PBHS-10 about John Byng wiill help

to .make his diaries ("The Torrington Diaries") more widely
known. But John Byng never "knew the Great North Road"$}

in his d ay it was merely the Nerth Rcad, a name which applied
to: the Lﬁndon—Manchester road as well, and several others:.

I an trylng to find cut when the name "Great North

Road" (with capital G, and accent on the "Great") came into use
use. with one exoeptlon the earliest example I -have 18§
in Lincolnshire in 1800. . The earliest I have for Hertfordshire
is 1839 -.but it means the road from Lonflon through Barnet

tc St.-Albans. The earliest I ahve for any part of the
Barnet - Hatfield - Baldock road is 1850, Can anyone .
provide earlier examples? : :

A. CoLynch
Potters Bar

b3 = = N
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Pacemaker Perhaps?

From the HiC Conference Programme -
Exhibitions: One free ticker for each exhibiting society.



* THE_SOCIETY LIBRARY

Members wishing to berrow beoks etc. from the library should first
telephrne Helen Baker, Potters Bar 53659.

1o

2
3.

Mr. Butcher's Recerds :- :
Vol. 1 - High- Street West.
Vol. 2 - High Street bast.
Vol. 3 - Causeway.
¥ol. 4 - Barnet Read and Southgate Read.
Vol. 5 - Kitts End - Green Dragon Lane - Bentley Heath.
Vol. 6 - North End - Hatfield Road - Darkes Lane.
Vel. 7 - Billy Lows Lane - Mutton Lane - Baker Street,
Notes on Nerthaw.
Scrapbcok.
Jottings, memories etc.

South Mimms, F.C.Cass, 1877.
Monken Hadley, F.C.Cass.

BastE8atnBarnet, F.C.Cass.

5.

6'
7.

80

9.

10.

History of Potters Bar and South Mimms, published by Potters Bar
Urban District Ctun01l, 1966

English Mediaeval Sculpture, Arthur Gaedner, Cambridge, 1935.

Catologues :-
Potters Bar Exhlbltlon, 1950.
Potters Bar Exhibition, 1959.
Middlesex in Shakespearebs Day Exhlbltlon, 196k, :
Seurces of Local History, Greater London Record Offlce - Historical
Associatien Exhibition, 1966.
Middlesex Maps and Surveys - Historical dAssociatien Exhibition, 1957.

The Personality of Britain, Sir Cyrll Fox, published by the National
Museum of ;ales.

Local History in Hertfordshlre, We Bfanch Johnson, published by‘Herts}
Local History Council, 196.4. '

The Antiquities of England and wales, Francis Grose, New Edition
1783. A collection of fine engravings with a map and information
for each county plus plans of castles.
Vol. 1 - Introduetion and Counties Bedford to Cumberland. -
Vol. 2 - Counties Derbyshire to Hertferdshire. The latter ceunty
would appeir to be incomplegte; only Hertford Castle and
Rye Heuse are dealt with.

11 . The Deserted Mediaeval Villages of Hertfordshire, K.Rutherford Davis,

1.2%
13.

14
150

164

1973, Published for the Herts. Local History Council by Phillimores.
Memorials of 01ld Middlesex, edited by J. Taverner Perry,. 1909

The Coal Duty ef the City ef London and its Boundary Marks, Martln
Nail 1972. This interesting history of these stones which mark
the boundary was presented to the Society by Norman Hill of North
Mymms .

A‘Brief Guide to the Hertfordshire Recurd Office.

Hertfordshire Archaeologygalt. Albans and Herts. Archaeological
Seciety, 1968.

Hertfordshire Archaeologyge¥ol. 4 1974-1976.






